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Edicible crowned company of the year at Alpha Gala

>Anna Bratulic
anna.bratulic@transcontinental.ca

e Saint-Laurent business community cele-
brated its own in grand style last week during

the 22nd Annual Alpha Gala.

The theme for the gala, which took place at
the classy Four Points by Sheraton Dorval, was
the Olympic Games. Quebec fitness queen Josée
Lavigueur hosted the event and added to the
evening's sporty ambiance by rousing the busi-
ness folk in attendance to partake in a little on-
the-spot aerobics following their sumptuous
evening meal.

But nobody forgot the real reason for the
Gala, which is organized every year by the Saint-
Laurent Chamber of Commerce and Industry
to recognize business achievement in Saint-
Laurent, Cartierville and TMR.

The evening's big winner was Imprimerie
Edictible, named company of the year. "T wasn't
expecting to receive such a great honour. I'm
very surprised and accept this award with hu-
mility," said Edictible director Roben Dahan.
The company, founded in 1978, also won in the
Manufacturing, printing and publishing, cate-
gory.

The company experienced major growth
over the last year, nearly doubling its sales figu-
res. And despite adding another 48 employees
following an acquisition, company managers
still managed to avoid increasing their expenses.

Fitness queen Josée Lavigueur hosted the evening.
(Photo : Jacques Pharand)

Dahan believes that part of Edictible's
success is due to ensuring they have qualified

staff. "We are always centred on the personnel
and their training, which we do internally. We
have developed our own training methods,"
he said.

Other winners

Several other small and medium-sized busi-
nesses were recognized in different categories.
Elounda, renowned for its upscale Mediterra-
nean cuisine, won in the fine dining category.
The restaurant renovated its dining area and
recently began offering a valet service to fur-
ther meet its clients' needs. "We must be
doing something right," enthused owner
Bobby Michailidis.

Pitisserie Dolce Piu received top honours
in the general restaurant category. "I'm a litt-
le shocked because we were nominated in a
category with others that are doing very well,
t0o," said Patricia Sanalitro. Dolce Piu1 expan-
ded in 2005, opening up another shop in La-
chine.

Volkswagon Prestige, which moved to its
new location on Marcel-Laurin a year ago,
won in the automobile and transportation
category. "We invested $2.5 million and we
created jobs. Right now, we have 36 full-time
employees. There is always the possiblity to
grow even more and hire more people," said
Riad Coussa, director of the dealership.

ClubFeelGood walked away with the

Edicible couronnée entreprise de l'année
au Gala Alpha 2006

Suite de la page 1

Différents prix

Plusieurs autres petites et moyennes entre-
prises ont gagné des prix dans différentes ca-
tégories. Le restaurant Elounda, reconnu
pour sa cuisine méditerranéenne raffinée, a
été nommé dans la catégorie, Restauration
fine cuisine. Le restaurant a récemment ré-
nové sa salle & manger et a instauré un servi-
ce de valet pour s'adapter davantage a sa
clientele. «Ca doit dire qu'on est en train de
faire quelque chose de bon», estime le pro-
priétaire Bobby Michailidis.

La Patisserie Dolce Pit1 I'a remporté dans
la catégorie Restauration générale. «Je suis
un peu étonnée, car nous étions en nomina-
tion avec d'autres entreprises qui vont tres
bien», a commenté Patrica Sanalitro. Dolce

Piu a connu une expansion en 2005 avec
I'ouverture d'un deuxiéme commerce a La-
chine.

Volkswagon Prestige, qui a déménagé
'anné passée dans de nouveaux locaux sur le
boulevard Marcel-Laurin, a gagné dans la
catégorie Automobile et transport. «On a in-
vesti 2,5 millions $ et on a créé des 1'emplois.
Actuellement, nous avons 36 employés a
temps plein. Il y a toujours une possibilité de
croitre et d'embaucher du nouveau person-
nel», a expliqué Riad Coussa, directeur géné-
ral du concessionnaire.

Le ClubFeelGood a gagné dans la catégo-
rie Esthétique et santé. Ce centre de bien-
étre comprenant des installations de condi-
tionnement et un spa est situé a Saint-Lau-
rent depuis cing ans. «On est extrémement
content des résultats. On tente tout le temps

de s'améliorer», a souligné le propriétaire
Sylvain Descoteaux.

Une belle réussite

Pour sa part, le directeur-général de la Cham-
bre de commerce et d'industrie s'est dit «tres
satisfait» du déroulement de la soirée.

«Les gens sont heureux, car ont les a écou-
té. En effet, on a appliqué cette année des
commentaires constructifs recus 1'an der-
nier», a mentionné Robert Petit, en souli-
gnant l'importance de tenir le Concours Al-
pha.

«Ca dynamise la communauté d'affaires a
Saint-Laurent. Méme les grandes entreprises
sont touchées quand ils gagnent. Alors,
quand on voit les petites entreprises, ¢a leur
donne un boost et ¢a les encourage a conti-
nuer.»

award for the health and beauty category.
The centre includes state-of-the-art physical
fitness equipment and a spa, and has been
located in Saint-Laurent for the last five
years. "We're extremely happy with the re-
sults. Every year we work hard and try to get
better," pointed out owner Sylvain Desco-
teaux.

A successful evening

Chamber of Commerce director general Ro-
bert Petit, says he was satisfied with how the
Gala evening turned out.

"The people here are happy. We listened
to them. Last year, they made constructive
comments, and we applied their suggestions
this year," said Petit, adding that the Alpha
Contest is an important event in the com-
munity.

"It helps to make the Saint-Laurent busi-
ness community more dynamic. Even big
companies are touched when they win, so
when smaller companies win, it gives them a
boost and encourages them to go on."

> Les gagnants/
The winners

- Entreprise de [année: Imprimerie Edicible

- Citoyen corporatif de [année: IKEA

- Hommage a une grande entreprise: L'Oréal

- Esthétique et santé: ClubFeelGood

- Restauration fine cuisine: Elounda

- Restauration générale: Dolci Piu

- Ventes au détail: Le Maillot Jaune

- Automobile et transport: Volkswagon Prestige

- Habitations et services connexes: Depotium

- Informatique et autres technologies: Infynia.com
- Loisirs, événements, tourisme: Plaza Volare

- Professionnels: André Gauthier, avocat

- Services aux entreprises: Cellulab Inc.

- Distribution: Europe cosmétiques

- Impressions et édition: Edicible

- Produits spécialisés: Diacarb

- Entrepreneur autonome: Les éditions du 9e jour
- Jeunes entrepreneurs: Solutions Nursing
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